Columba livia, a feral bird, feeds on rice, bread or corn, on the ground of parks and streets in Brazil but in Kyushu, Japan, they were observed foraging on green fruits on a tree of Muku-no-Ki Zoku, early in the morning.
On the Kyushu Island, Prefecture of Fukuoka, in Myianojim, Japan, on 30 August 1990 at 06:05 hr, I was awakened by the noise of fluttering wings. As I opened the window, I was surprised by the sight of six Columba livia fluttering among the thin branches of a tree to pick up on their green fruits. The birds were not vocalizing and many would open widely their wings raised upward and flutter to perch in the same branch that other had previously vacated. By 06:40 hr they all left at once. Sunrise on this day was at 05 : 52 hr so that birds were starting to forage when I first saw them.
The tall tree which was across the street and next to a creek had many flowers but with small fruits on the axil of the terminal leaves of the branches. The fruits are black when mature with juicy pericarp, hard endocarp and have lots of small seeds inside. They are edible according to Ritsuko Oniki, and much appreciated by children. The plant was identified as Aphanante aspera (Ulmaceae), popularly known as Muku-no-Ki Zoku.
The birds visited the fruiting tree every morning, on subsequent days, between 06:00 to 06:45 hr but in differing numbers, so I presume it was not a set group visiting the tree regularly. Most certainly, they are fed by people at other times of the day, as it happens everywhere.
I found this behavior quite interesting because I am used to seeing Columba livia, a feral bird in Brazil, usually being fed by humans or eating discards of bread, rice or corn on the ground, in parks or streets, instead of actively seeking fruits on a plant and with fluttering movements and widespread wings to transfer from one branch to another. Szemere (1944 Szemere ( -1947 reported in a very romantic language how the town Zombor is edged by Celtis trees. There he observed house pigeons feeding on the berries and in doing so had to balance themselves on the thin branches in a very unusual fashion. Apparently he had seen the pigeons fluttering with open wings. Torii (1983) examined stomach contents of C. livia in Shizuoka and found large percentages of corn and wheat, smaller percentage of bean, rice and sunflower as well seeds of cherries, Prunus jamasakura (Rosaceae) and of Amphicarpaea edgeworthii (Leguminosae). Because birds were captured in March, Fujimaki (in litt.) believes the pigeons took the seeds on the ground instead of on the trees. D. Goodwin (in litt.) has observed feral pigeons in parks in London, England, taking berries from shrubs (either Cotoneaster or Pyracantha, both Rosaceae), also taking little pea-sized green, probably immature fruits or seeding bodies from Plane Trees. In his book, Goodwin (1967: 19) even describes the head movements of the pigeon if the seed or fruit do not detach when the bird pulls with closed bill. Goodwin (1967: 44) also found that arboreal species break off dead or dying twigs of trees and shrubs to carry off and build their nests. Thus, the feral pigeon does have arboreal habits in other countries but I have not seen this behavior in Brazil, as the species is primarily a ground feeder and/or ledges when humans feed them there.
